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Opening Hymn
338 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
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Stand

Confession and Absolution
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism.

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
C Amen.
P Our help is in the name of the Lord,

C who made heaven and earth.
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P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in
prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord
Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our
unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we
have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free
ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us
take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father,
seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be
merciful to me, a sinner.
C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and
lead us to everlasting life. Amen.
P

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and
for His sake forgives you all your sins. As an ordained servant of
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
C Amen.

Introit

Ps. 98:1– 4; antiphon: Is. 52:10

P: The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the
nations,
C: and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of
our God.
P: Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous
things!
C: His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation
for him.

P: The LORD has made known his salvation;
C: he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the
nations.
P: He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the
house of Israel.
C: All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our
God.
P: Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth;
C: break forth into joyous song and sing praises!
ALL: Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
P: The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the
nations,
C: and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our
God.
Kyrie

Gloria in Excelsis
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
P
C
P

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us
and in the incarnation of Your Son yet more wondrously
restored our human nature. Grant that we may ever be alive in
Him who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

C Amen.
Sit

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 61:10—62:3
I will greatly rejoice in the LORD;
my soul shall exult in my God,
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation;
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful
headdress,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
11
For as the earth brings forth its sprouts,
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up,
so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise
to sprout up before all the nations.
10

For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent,
and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not be quiet,
until her righteousness goes forth as brightness,
and her salvation as a burning torch.
2
The nations shall see your righteousness,
and all the kings your glory,
and you shall be called by a new name
that the mouth of the LORD will give.
3
You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD,
and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.
1

A

This is the Word of the Lord. C

Thanks be to God.

Gradual Is. 9:6; Ps. 98:1a
P: To us a child is born, to us a son is given;
C: and the government shall be upon his shoulder.
P: And his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty
God,
C: Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
P: Sing to the Lord a new song,
C: for he has done marvelous things!
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Epistle Galatians 4:4–7
But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son,
born of woman, born under the law, 5to redeem those who were
under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 6And
because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our
hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave, but a
son, and if a son, then an heir through God.
4

A This is the Word of the Lord. C

Thanks be to God.

Stand

Alleluia and Verse

Holy Gospel

Luke 2:22–40

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

When the time came for their purification according to the Law
of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the
Lord
23
(as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens
the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) 24and to offer a sacrifice
according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of
turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 25Now there was a man in
Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous
and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit
was upon him. 26And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit
that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ.
27
And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents
brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of
the Law, 28he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said,
22

“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace,
according to your word;
30
for my eyes have seen your salvation
31
that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
32
a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people
Israel.”
33
And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about
him. 34And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother,
“Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in
Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 35(and a sword will pierce
through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts
may be revealed.”
29

And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of
the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with her
husband seven years from when she was a virgin, 37and then as a
widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the
temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 38And
coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to
speak of him to all who were waiting for the redemption of
Jerusalem.
36

9
And when they had performed everything according to the Law
of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own town of
Nazareth. 40And the child grew and became strong, filled with
wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him.
39

P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the
Scriptures and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living
and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped
and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

Hymn of the Day

389 Let All Together Praise Our God sts. 1–5
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Sermon: “It’s About Time”
Sermon Text: Galatians 4:4-9
Rev. Samuel Bobby

Prayer of the Church
Offertory Hymn

358 From Heaven Above to Earth I Come sts. 1–3
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Stand

Service of the Sacrament
Preface
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P
C
P
C
P

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and
everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow
on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your
boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten
Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving
Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is
now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all
who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise
again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with
all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious
name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus
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Prayer of Thanksgiving
P

Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You
have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.
In the beginning You created all things by Your Word; and in the
fullness of time Your Word became flesh and dwelt among us,
full of grace and truth.
Let Your Word made flesh dwell richly among us that, faithfully
eating His body and drinking His blood, we may receive the
fullness of Your grace and truth in Christ Jesus, our Lord.
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

Lord's Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
P

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of
you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of Me.”

P

Pax Domini
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.

Agnus Dei

Sit
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Distribution
Distribution Hymn
366 It Came upon the Midnight Clear
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In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and
preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in
peace. C
Amen.

Stand

Nunc Dimittis

Post-Communion Collect
A Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have

refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of
Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith
toward You and fervent love toward one another; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. C Amen.
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Benedicamus and Benediction
A Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.

Closing Hymn
389 Let All Together Praise Our God sts. 6–7

6

He is the key and He the door
To blessèd paradise;
The angel bars the way no more.
To God our praises rise,
To God our praises rise.

7

Your grace in lowliness revealed,
Lord Jesus, we adore
And praise to God the Father yield
And Spirit evermore;
We praise You evermore.
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Please pray for Brandi Wagemann, Roger Blum, Pastor Dell,
Michael Severson, Joyce Kenitzer, Joyce Dahme, Delores
Sandmeier, Ada McCorkle, Miles Eisenbeisz, Leona McCalip,
Steven Swanhorst, Barbara Dahme, Howard Dahme, Dan Lingor,
Jason Herrick, Pastor Anderson, Gladys Felix, Ralph Stevens,
Chad Ashford, John Cassens, Vivian Hoff, Tim Schwabe, Muriel
Schamber, Kent Johnsen, and Pastor Rawerts.
Our condolences to the family of Margy Zacher who passed

19
away on December 22, 2020. Her funeral will be held on Friday,
January 8th at 10:30 am at St. Paul’s.

Little Ones’ Book Club – Our youngest children (Baptism through
age 3) have a Bible-based book waiting for them in the South
Narthex. If you haven’t picked yours up yet, please take it home,
read, and enjoy! It’s yours to keep! We plan to have several “Little
Ones’ Book Club” Sundays throughout the year.
A Higher Things Youth Retreat will be held on January 1-2, 2021
at Faith Lutheran Church in Pierre. The topic of this retreat is “This
is My Body.” Registration forms and information about this retreat is
located on the youth bulletin board.
No Sunday School on December 27 and January 3.
MAIN STREET LIVING – Jan. 3, 2021 10:00 AM – This is the Life –
“A Friend in Deed.” 10:30 AM - Rev. Scott Sailer opens the New
Year with a message based on Romans 8:28. The sermon is titled
“That’s Bad. No, That’s Good.” For more information go to the web
site: www.mainstreetliving.com
THE LUTHERAN HOUR – Jan. 3, 2021 – “Too Much” Speaker:
Rev. Dr. Michael Ziegler. The Gospel according to St. Mark shows
us the Savior Who is always on the move. (Mark 1:1-2:12) The
Lutheran Hour can be heard on KAWZ 88.1 at 9:00 am or Bismarck
radio station KFYR at 7:30 am on Sundays.
2021 Offering envelopes are located in the South Narthex.
Coffee/Donut servers are needed for Sunday mornings. Please
sign up on the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall.
Offering: Dec. 21, 2020 - $10,707.23 Sunday School - $11.00
Coffee - $34.00 Missions - $95.00
Attendance: December 21, 2020
8:00am – 115 Communed – 78 10:45 am – 83 Communed - 52

Monday Night – 20 Communed – 19
Organists: Sunday – Sue Ellingson Monday – Tierra Cassens
Wednesday – 12:15pm - Cindy Jung

THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S: (Dec. 27 – Jan. 3)
Sun

8:00 am
Worship Service
9:30 am
Bible Study, Donuts and Coffee
10:45 am Worship Service

Mon 6:15 pmWorship Service
Wed 6:00 am
Men’s Bible Study
12:15 pm Worship Service – (Mask Required)
Sun 8:00 am Worship Service
9:30 am
Bible Study, Coffee/Donuts
10:45 am Worship Service

